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FLOOR DEBATE

N e b r a s k a  in 1987 and came b ack and drove t h r o u g h  our community 
today, you'd be a b s o lutely s h o c k e d  at the p o s i t i v e  changes and 
the tremendous gro w t h  we have experienced. We are rural. We're 
a small commu n i t y  in w e s t e r n  Nebraska. We ought to be crying 
the blues like so many else are; instead we h ave just come off a 
r ec o r d  bre a k i n g  decade of progress. O ver $230 m i l l i o n  in new 
economic deve l o p m e n t  and c o m m u n i t y  pro j e c t s  h ave b een completed 
since 1990. We have t r i p l e d  our economy. Our t a xable retail 
sales went f rom $46 m i l l i o n  a y ear to $125 million. Our lodging 
revenues h ave g one from $1.1 m i l l i o n  to $4.4 million. Our 
bui l d i n g  p e r mits ann u a l l y  av e r a g e d  un d e r  $1.5 m i l l i o n  into the 
1980s. This p ast year alone our b u i l d i n g  p e r m i t s  t o taled
$20.2 m i l l i o n  and $92 m i l l i o n  since 1994. Our county's 
v a l u a t i o n  has g r o w n  from $119 m i l l i o n  in 1987 to $248 m i llion
today. Our county v a l u a t i o n  w e n t  from $350 m i l l i o n  in 1987 to
$616 million. On and on. We b u i l t  two hou s e s  in 1989 in the 
c ity of Sidney, one house in 1990. We h a v e  b u i l t  275 new 
h o u s i n g  units since 1996. In 1980 we h a d  4,200 full-time
e q u i valent jobs; 1980. In the year 2001 we no w  have 6,409 
full-time jobs. Go ahead and a t tempt to shoot bul l e t  h o l e s , 
spew out innuendos, falsehoods and assu m p t i o n s  as yo u  bash what 
we c ommonly refer to as LB 775. But what I'm g i v i n g  you are the 
facts. A nd the gre a t e s t  fact of t hem all is the catalyst, for 
the re co rd- b r e a k i n g  grow t h  in Sidney, Nebraska, e x p e r i e n c e d  in 
the past decade, was LB 775. No, it wasn ' t  t o t a l l y  responsible 
for the things that happened, but it was critical for our 
success. It takes a c o m m u n i t y  attitude, p r o g r e s s i v e  and 
v i s i o n a r y  local business, and go v e r n m e n t  leadership, and the 
economic deve l o p m e n t  tools that are n e c e s s a r y  to get the job 
done. It is so d i s a p p o i n t i n g  to hear m a n y  rural organizations 
jump on the b a n d w a g o n  and a t t a c k  this legi s l a t i o n  and call for 
changes. I b e l ieve that it is wid e l y  misunderstood. I grew up 
as...as c ountry...as country as it gets; m i l k i n g  cows, scooping 
manure, and f a r ming w i t h  old b r o k e n  down equipment. I h a v e  a 
great respect and e m pathy for those that n u r t u r e  the land and 
keep alive the a g r iculture i ndustry that b u i l t  America. Our 
rural cousins n eed to u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  this has h e l p e d  all of 
Nebraskans. An d  if you look at our c o m m u n i t y  statistics you'll 
see ho w  a success story can happen. T h e r e  are many other 
similar success stories across our great state. Mr. P e r s o n  had 
the great priv i l e g e  under G o v e r n o r  Ka y  Orr, to be a staff member
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